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Coming in the Journal
The most famous "Book of Mormon artifact"
in Latter-day Saint circles is Stela 5,
the so-called Lehi Stone, found at the ruined city
now known as Izapa in southern Mexico.
How old is this monument? What does it really show?
How reliable are the claims that have been made about it?
Historian and archaeologist Stewart Brewer
will relate the history of how this piece of art
became famous among Mormons.
Then archaeologist John Clark unveils a new,
professionally prepared drawing of the notorious stone.
A heavily illustrated survey of "swords and scimitars"
used in Bible lands and in ancient Mesoamerica,
the likely land of the Nephites,
will be presented by Matthew Roper.
Marilyn Arnold's "literary testimony"
of the Book of Mormon promises both deepened
understanding of the scriptural text and inspiration.
Sociologist Darwin Thomas is preparing new insights
into the dynamics among Lehi's family members.
Who were the "elders of the church" in Jerusalem
spoken of by Nephi in 1 Nephi 4? John Tvedtnes will
round up helpful data on the possibilities.
David and JoAnn H. Seely will provide the first
in-depth treatment of what relationships may have existed
between the prophet Lehi and his fellow prophet, Jeremiah.
John Welch revisits Alma 11 for a new,
deeper study of Nephite weights and measures
in the light of what we know
about Israelite and Egyptian customs.

